
Connecting Coastlines - Black Skimmer 
Research Collaborations Along 
the Texas Gulf Coast
By Quinn Hendrick, CBBEP’s Communications Manager

23 years ago, the Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program hatched the Coastal Bird 
Program into the Texas conservation scene and set out to reverse the decline of bird 
populations along the Texas Coast through research, management, and education. 

Many species of interest, such as Black Skimmers, Red Knots, Long Billed Curlews, and a 
variety of plovers, are highly migratory birds, spanning across the Americas and into the 
Arctic and facing a plethora of threats along the way. By closely monitoring populations 
through surveys, bandings, and GPS tracking methods, the Coastal Bird Program has been 
able to more deeply understand how these populations are using the habitat around them 
to nest and forage and the impacts that humans are having on their behavior. The Program 
then focuses on putting this understanding into action through the implementation of 
management and conservation strategies that address the biggest issues facing coastal bird 
populations. The Coastal Bird Program primarily works in the Texas Coastal Bend region 
but has been able to expand their working territory from the Texas Rio Grande Valley to 
the Chandeleur Islands in Louisiana and even into Canadian wilderness with the help of 
partners throughout the Midcontinent Flyway. 
 
The Black Skimmer is one of the most iconic birds of the Texas coast, a treat to watch as it 
flies along shorelines dragging its knife-like lower bill in shallow water hoping to encounter 
an unlucky fish. It is also one of the most severely declining waterbird species, having lost 
over 70% of its population in the past 40 years. The Coastal Bird Program has identified 
low nesting success as one of the problems most likely contributing to that decline. Over 
the past two breeding seasons, the Program has been looking closely at factors that may 
be causing nesting failures, such as tidal flooding, predation, and disturbance from human 
intruders on their nesting sites. They have also been tracking Black Skimmer adults using 
GPS tags that are helping identify primary foraging areas so that they can be better protected 
and identify the distances they will travel from the nest site to inform the prioritization of 
island nest site restoration and management. This effort has been expanded into the Texas 
Mid-Coast region with the help of the Gulf Coast Bird Observatory, conducting monitoring 
in West Galveston and East Matagorda Bay, as well as a 60-year-old nesting site nestled 
inside Dow Chemical Plant in Freeport, Texas.

Coastal Bird Program Staff are in the process of synthesizing multiple types of data – from 
tracking devices, water level loggers, game cameras on nest sites, and weekly productivity 
checks – to provide a more comprehensive assessment of the environment the birds utilize 
and the factors that are causing decline so that they can be addressed in the future. This 
project is unique in that it will also integrate a Human Dimensions study being conducted 
by Texas State University to understand the knowledge and opinions held by bay users so 
that outreach efforts to raise awareness and reduce the frequency of human disturbance 
can be targeted more effectively. We are looking forward to sharing the results of this study 
in late 2024. For more information about the CBBEP’s Coastal Bird Program contact David 
Newstead at dnewstead@cbbep.org.
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GCBO’s headquarters are located 
on 34 acres of Brazoria Columbia 
Bottomlands forest. An often-wet 
landscape, housing the Brazoria Palm, 
and endemic to this county alone.
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Conservation work can be grueling! It can also be heartbreaking to see what’s 
happening in nature all around us. Sometimes while doing this work, you see the 
worst in humanity, and what that results in for the environment. But there are so 

many wonderful moments of success. Hard work and long efforts that leads to great 
conservation for birds, habitats, and other wildlife, which also results in a healthier world 
for us all! So many great partnerships with organizations, agencies, corporations, 
universities, individuals, and others, that bring wonderful conservation results and 
sometimes much needed change, new thoughts, and ways of doing things. As GCBO 
navigates today’s avian issues we are grateful for all the work being done by so many, and 
with that, please check out another great GCBO partner on page 1! 

We have welcomed many new faces to GCBO in the first few months of the year. Please 
take a moment to find out more about them on page 3, and if you see them around, 
welcome them, and thank them for their role in saving birds and habitat. And thank you for 
all you do to make it all work! 

GCBO, 299 HWY 332 WEST, LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566

June 10-14, 2024



WWW.GCBO.ORG 3

Citizen Action

FAREWELLS

Andy Dietrich – Board Member
Andy has served 6 years on the 
GCBO board, serving as Treasurer for 
multiple year, and several committees. 
Andy also served the board while the 
then new Headquarters build was 
being built about 10 years ago. He 
volunteered at many GCBO events, 
and now will serve on our Advisory 
Board. Thank you, Andy!   

Joellen Snow 
Joellen also served for 6 years on the 
GCBO Board, part of which she served 
as Vice President, and as the chair 
of the Development Committee. She 
volunteered at events, donated her 
home for the Experience Auction, and 
helped further GCBO on the board. 
She will now serve on the Advisory 
Board. Thank you Joellen! 
 
Ron Weeks
Ron also served his full 6 years on the 
Board, and as the Board Secretary for 
most of that time. He led bird ID zoom 
and field classes to teach about ducks, 
and volunteered at different GCBO 
events, counted on our Christmas Bird 
Count, and much more. Ron will also 
serve on the Advisory Board. Thank 
you, Ron! 

Joni Flores – Development Director 
Joni served GCBO for about one and 
half years as our grant writer and 
took on our corporate and foundation 
fundraising work. We appreciate all 
her work for GCBO! 

Brittany Coe – Office Assistant
Britany was only with us for a short 
time but did an awesome job before 
she was offered a scholarship for 
teaching which she couldn’t turn 
down!  We wish her well, thank you 
Brittany!  

Alex Coenen – Avian Biology Intern
Alex worked with our shorebird 
programs, surveying beach birds, 
and other avian research work such 
as our Oystercatcher program. She 
also helped with events, education, 
and office work. We wish her a bright 
future!

WELCOME

Mike Williams – Board Member 
Mike Williams has served on the GCBO Board previously, 
including as Secretary, VP, and President, as well as 
extensively volunteered for GCBO for many years. 
An avid birdwatcher in the UK since 11, he birded 
throughout Europe. He was a member of national 
organizations for bird conservation and supported 
introduction of birding and birds to city youths.

Work brought Mike to the US where his interest in birds 
broadened into photography. His work has been featured 
media and publications. Mike typically spends 3 weeks at 

Quintana NBS every spring, an always out taking bird pictures. After 31 years he retired in 
2018 from Schlumberger after being head of sales and commercial for the drilling group. 

David Goff – Board Member
David Goff was born and raised in Houston, TX and now 
lives in Fort Bend County. Graduating in Mathematics from 
the University of Denver, he spent his career in Information 
Technology with Texaco and Plains All American Pipeline. 
More importantly, he’s been blessed to have shared over 45 
years with his wife, Sissie and son, Eric. Since retiring in 2017, 
he’s spent a year volunteering in Hurricane Harvey recovery 
efforts and has been certified as a Texas Master Naturalist. 
David first discovered GCBO in 2018 during his TMN training 
and a subsequent Saturday morning bird banding session. 
Since then, he’s spent many hours at the Neotropical Bird 
Sanctuary on Quintana as well as the Hawk Watch tower at Smith Point. He appreciates the 
opportunity to assist the GCBO missions on the Board and events. 

Gary Graham – Board Member
Gary Graham is a Marine Fisheries Specialist and Extension 
Professor retired from Texas A&M Sea Grant Program and 
Texas AgriLife/Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences. 
His career focused on a sustainable fishing industry, sea turtle 
conservation and reducing bycatch in shrimping. His birds 
interest ignited while aboard offshore shrimp vessels and 
observing migrating and sea birds seeking refuge on boats. 
A favorite effort was service on the Smart Gear Committee 
with World Wildlife Fund where innovations in bycatch were 
sought from fishermen globally. He has served on two National 
Academy Science committees for sea turtle conservation. Since 

retirement, he continues to operate two shrimp vessels, cooperated with Ducks Unlimited 
in the management of 80 acres of wetlands, and manages his 12-acre homesite for wildlife. 
He continues his hobbies of birding, hiking, fishing and hunting.

GCBO Migrations–Staff & Board Updates

Continues on page 9

Save a Tree and some $!

We are trying to go as paperless as we can to save some trees and quite a bit 
on printing and mailing costs. We would love if you would let us email you 
instead of slow mailing a hard copy! That includes your future copies of the Gulf 

Crossings. Please email or call Tricia to say: “Hey, GCBO, please start emailing me things! 
Here is my email…” Thanks! tpatton@gcbo.org
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YOU’RE HELPING SAVE BIRDS

The One with the Loggerhead shrikes
By Rebecca Bracken

If you’ve been following along with GCBO’s latest research escapades, you might 
remember that Sue Heath began a study monitoring Loggerhead Shrikes back in 2019. 
With Jennifer Wilson (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service), GCBO proposed to monitor 

shrikes during the winter months at multiple sites along the upper Texas coast. While the 
Loggerhead Shrike has an extensive range across the U.S., Canada, and Mexico, the species 
has exhibited a drastic, and persistent, declines in population size likely due to changes in 
land-use practices, pesticide use, and competition with other species that are more tolerant 
of human-induced changes. The species is listed as endangered, threatened, or of concern 
across much of its range.

To support conservation efforts for this species, we captured 34 shrikes during the winter 
from late 2019 through late 2022. The shrikes were color banded, making them easier to 
identify with binoculars, and each received a Cellular Tracking Technologies transmitter 
that allowed for manual tracking as well as tracking through the Motus towers that 
GCBO already operated along the coast. We also collected a blood and feather sample 
to determine if the captured bird was a migrant (here only during the winter) or a resident 
(residing along the Texas coast permanently). With the help of many volunteers, we were 
able to track each shrike from when they were captured through early 2023 using a receiver 
to determine where each bird was moving during the winter months. In total, volunteers 
spent over 2,400 hours monitoring these shrikes!

Now that the project is coming to an end, we have some preliminary results to share. We 
started this project with two juxtaposed hypotheses: either resident shrikes outcompete 
migrants for high quality habitat due to the competitive advantage of prior occupancy, site 
tenacity, and familiarity of the area, or there are differing requirements between migrant 
and resident shrikes and this facilitates habitat segregation which alleviates competition. So, 
which is it?  Unfortunately, we still don’t know! That part of this work is still under analysis.

If we cannot answer those questions yet, what do we know? First, we were able to map all 
of the locations where each shrike was detected, creating a winter territory polygon for each 
bird. Through this, we were able to see that the shrikes had an average winter home range 
size of 21.6 acres. This means that each bird moved around quite a bit, covering a territory 
similar in size to 26 US football fields! As we expected, some birds did more around more, 
with the largest winter home range estimated at 103 acres, while the smallest amount of 
land covered was only 2.77 acres. Second, we are in the process of receiving the results 
from the blood and feather samples. These samples were sent to a lab in Colorado where 
technicians sequenced the DNA in the samples to determine if the captured shrikes were 
residents or migrants. This information is really crucial to answering our original question, 
whether or not residents outcompete migrants for high quality winter habitat. Look for the 
final answer in a future Gulf Crossings!

We wish to send an enormous thank you to everyone who contributed to this project, 
whether it be through hours helping capture and track the shrikes or through the hours 
spent maintaining the Motus towers. This project could not have been completed without 
the help provided by so many people, and we are grateful for your continued interest and 
support in this work! Funding for this project was provided by the Texas Ornithological 
Society, the Arthur A. Seeligson Jr. Conservation Fund, and by ConocoPhillips and the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. 

Susan Heath and Jennifer Wilson with the 
last Loggerhead Shrike of the 2021-2022 
winter season.

Photo credit Susan Heath/Jennifer Wilson

Map of the volunteer village at Brazoria 
National Wildlife Refuge showing the 
detections and home range polygon of 
transmittered Loggerhead Shrike #160.

Map created by Susan Heath

A Loggerhead Shrike with an antenna 
on its back after being captured for this 
project

Photo by Jackie Hicks



We offer fabulous and fun experiences while birding with the GCBO! We have 
several exciting trips lined up each year, and we try to switch them up, and go 
to places not too many other tour companies go to. We also try to visit the sites 

of our partners where we have helped conserve land so you can see the work, and birds 
there. We focus on getting as many species we can on every trip, and we always hire local 
guides to help us do so. Come join us! A portion of the trip fees goes straight to avian 
conservation work by GCBO! For more information check our website, or contact Martin at 
mhagne@gcbo.org

GCBO Birding Trips
By Martin Hagne

GULF COAST BIRD OBSERVATORY

Birding Tours
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Summer Maine Birding
June 16-22, 2024 – SOLD OUT!

Birding Yucatan, Mexico
November 15-23, 2024 – SOLD OUT! 

Winter Birds of Central New Mexico
February 12-18, 2025 – Openings 

Chiapas, Mexico & TFFF Site Birding 
May 10-23, 2025 – Not Yet Posted 

Northern New Mexico Summer Birding
June 14-22, 2025 – Openings 

Northwest Mexico – Durango and More! 
October 20-29, 2025 – Not Yet Posted
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What was with all 
the dead fish this Fall?
By Taylor Bennett

During our most recent non-breeding shorebird season, a very peculiar, but natural 
phenomenon occurred. Early in the fall, we observed a red tide event. Red tide 
events occur when temperature, salinity, and nutrient levels reach a certain level, 

allowing increases, or blooms, of microscopic algae called Karenia brevis. The main drivers 
of red tide are thought to be high water temperatures and lack of wind and rainfall. Karenia 
brevis exists naturally in the waters surrounding the Texas gulf coast, but individual algal 
cells cannot be seen by the naked eye; however, when blooms occur, the gulf waters turn a 
blood red color. Common signs of a red tide include fish kills, respiratory issues in humans, 
and discoloration of the water. This fall’s red tide event started on September 3, 2023, when 
elevated amounts of Karenia brevis were detected in Freeport, Texas.

These particular algae are a type of marine dinoflagellate that are capable of producing 
harmful neurotoxins called brevetoxins. Brevetoxins can affect many organisms including 
shellfish, fish, birds, and humans, and cautionary actions are advised when a bloom occurs. 
When fish consume brevetoxins, their central nervous system becomes paralyzed, which 
halts their breathing and results in the death of many individuals, creating a fish kill along 
the shorelines. Fish species that were affected in the most recent red tide include red drum, 
mullet, trout, and channel catfish, among others. Bird species such as gulls, pelicans, and 
terns can become poisoned from eating the dead fish, leading to neurological effects, 
impaired flight and swimming, and sometimes death. Shellfish absorb the toxins and can 
cause illness and poisoning in humans and birds when they are consumed. Once the red 
tide reaches the shore, the brevetoxins can be released through the air, causing respiratory 
issues in humans. Symptoms include coughing, sore throat, shortness of breath, nausea, 
burning eyes, and skin rashes. 

The most recent red tide event on the Texas coast first caused 
a menhaden fish kill in Freeport. As days went by, the bloom 
increased, and more fish kills were reported along with water 
discoloration all along the upper Texas Coast. When the red 
tide became more concentrated and reached the shoreline, 
respiratory problems were reported by park staff, beach goers, 
and fishermen. The Freeport area was affected for 26 days and 
Matagorda County beaches were affected for 6 days. In total, 
this past fall’s event lasted 28 days and affected various portions 
of the Texas coast including all our non-breeding shorebird sites 
located within Brazoria and Matagorda Counties.

During Texas red tide events, Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department keeps track of the location and magnitude of the 
fish kills and the amount of Karenia brevis detected through 
consistent water sampling until red tide is no longer detected. 
Red tides can last from one to three weeks on average, and 
longer in severe cases. Red tide occurs in patches; only certain portions of the local beaches 
were affected allowing many to remain open to the public. Our research team was able to 
conduct surveys as normal and took precautionary measures when we observed dead fish. 
We documented a slight decrease in the number of plovers using beaches where fish kills 
and red tide were observed, but numbers quickly rebound as the event subsided.

Close up of the dead fish observed 
during the red tide event on 
Matagorda Beach. 

Large fish kill along with red tide 
observed towards the Eastern end of 
Matagorda Peninsula, Matagorda, TX. 

Both photos by Taylor Bennett 
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Education Update: Night Owl Campout 
and Dark Skies
By Celeste Silling

Many of us have fond memories of camping as kids. I personally camped with 
school groups and Girl Scout groups several times when I was growing up in 
New Mexico, and those are some of my favorite memories. Being out in nature 

at night was a bit scary, but I loved it. I got to listen for crickets, owls and wolves, search 
for constellations, and, my favorite part, learn about the nocturnal world around me. The 
night was always darker than I anticipated, and if we were away from the city, there were 
far more stars than I was used to. I would come away from these experiences feeling more 
connected and aware of the world around me and more confident about my ability to adapt 
and survive a slightly scary situation.

Birds are similarly benefitted by dark skies and natural landscapes. According to Lights Out 
Texas, a program of Audubon Texas, nearly two billion birds migrate through Texas each 
year, navigating with the night sky. The mechanisms of migration navigation are still largely 
a mystery, but we do know that many bird species use the stars, the setting sun, and other 
nighttime visual clues to find their way. They can become disoriented by bright artificial 
lights and skyglow, often leading them to deviate from their path, become exhausted, or 
collide with windows. Thus, dark skies are a crucial aspect of bird conservation.

With our Night Owl Campout program, we benefit both humans and birds. Night Owl 
Campout is an affordable education program for scout troops, classes, and any other 
group interested in learning about nature at night. Campers come to our Lake Jackson 
headquarters in the afternoon and set up their camp site. Our grounds offer a wonderful 
medium between backyard camping and wilderness camping: we’ve got a forest with trails 
and critters, but we’re fenced in and only five minutes away from a hospital. This is a great 
starter location for families who want to try camping, but don’t necessarily want to venture 
out into the wild quite yet.

During the campout, our education staff teach campers about nocturnal animals, migration, 
the importance of dark skies, and how they can help. We play games, do a simple science 
lab, and test our night-time senses. Then we take a night hike in the woods to see if we can 
find some owls. Campers get to spend the rest of the night and morning with their families 
or friends, sleeping in tents, preparing breakfast, and talking about what they’ve learned.
In my opinion, camping is one of the most fun, educational, and emotionally beneficial 
experiences a child can have. Night Owl Campout offers that opportunity in a controlled 
environment, with fun curriculum. And, as always with our education programs, we aim 
to encourage the next generation of nature stewards to conserve birds. If your group is 
interested in the Night Owl Campout program, just email me (Celeste) at csilling@gcbo.org. 
It’ll be a hoot!

Readying the tents.

Playing games to learn about our 
senses.

Photos by Celeste Silling

Getting ready for a nocturnal animal 
lesson at the GCBO pavilion.
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YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL

Headquarter Upgrades!
Martin Hagne

Wooded Pond Board Walk 

Our board walk that goes around the forested pond, a 
great representation of the Brazoria-Columbia Bottomlands 
habitat here, was just replaced by an all-star team of GCBO 
volunteers! The old board walk had lived its useful life and 
was becoming a danger to walk. It was removed down to 
the dirt (well… mud!). As you can see in the pictures, the 
guys worked hard, battling the cold, rain, and some very 
sticky mud. The result is a beautiful and solid board walk 
that will last a long time. Come take a walk! 

Sincere thank yous go to the super team of Oron, 
Brian, Tom, George, David, and Mike!! And a few work 
appearances by our ED, Martin. 

The majority of funds were provided by a Great Texas Birding Classic grant, chosen by the 
Sandhill Craniacs team. Thank you all so very much!

Parking Lot 
Last year we received a Texas Parks & Wildlife Recreational Trails Grant to help expand 
the headquarter’ s caliche parking lot. As our events grow, we need more parking. Being a 
conservation organization, covering up ground is not normally good, but it was open lawn 
area, and it’s still somewhat permeable. 

The grant also allows us to install a new kiosk, birding site map, and a bunch of interpretive 
signs soon, that Celeste has designed, for the Quintana Neotropical Bird Preserve. We are 
very thankful for this grant from TPWD!

We are also very thankful for Phil Huxford, star GCBO volunteer, who brought his tractor 
and did all the parking lot work. Also, to Phil’s buddy Tim Marion, who brought his Bobcat 
to help! And we appreciate Brian Kolthammer for doing all the planning! 



WELCOME

Julie Mintzer – Development Officer 
With her mission to change the world, Julie has over sixteen 
years of leadership experience in Houston’s public sector. Most 
recently, Julie held executive positions at the City of Houston in 
the Administration and Regulatory Affairs Department, Houston 
Public Library system, and for an elected City Council Member. 
Before that, Julie worked at regional and national not-for-profit 
organizations. Julie earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Environmental 
Studies from Washington University in St. Louis and a Master’s 
Degree in Public Administration from the Southern Illinois 

University system. In 2009, Julie began work at Galveston Bay Foundation, connecting 
volunteers and supporters to different conservation events and community initiatives across 
the Houston region. Then working for Student Conservation Association, teaching the next 
generation of leaders about conservation, leadership development, and civic responsibility. 
To support the underserved population in Houston, Julie moved to Rebuilding Together 
Houston, and in time became the Chief of Staff and Operation—repairing homes and 
building a stronger Houston! Julie enjoys hiking, biking, doing yoga, chasing birds with 
her camera, volunteering, or fitness with friends. She also enjoys cooking for family, 
educational podcasts, and learning the science behind health and personal development.

Tess Traylor – Office Assistant
A sixth generation Texan, Tess was born in Mt. Pleasant, Texas and 
spent her childhood all over Texas, wherever her father’s job in 
the oil industry took her family. She studied Political Science and 
Philosophy at Texas State University, returning in 2018 to pursue a 
BFA in Painting. As a certified paralegal, she has worked for non-
profit organizations, law firms and corporate legal departments 
in the real estate and computer technology industries until her 
most important role as Mom to four children. Her love of nature 
is grounded in her love of painting, experiencing the magic of 
color and light afforded when painting outdoors. With a passion 
for learning and a strong belief in conservation, she combines creativity with analysis to 
facilitate the success of GCBO in her role as Office Administrator. 

Christine Schnurbusch – Avian Biology Intern 
Chris is from St. Louis, Missouri. She graduated from the University of 
Central Missouri with a Wildlife and Natural Resource Conservation 
degree and Creative Writing minor. Though she had a soft spot for 
birds, it wasn’t until the latter half of her undergraduate degree that 
she decided to work with them in her career. Chris enjoys reading and 
writing novels, exercising, and backpacking. Chris was a Naturalist at 
Hawk Ridge Bird Observatory in Duluth, Minnesota this fall for raptor 
migration, where she handled raptors for demonstrations, educated 
visitors about migration and raptor identification, and helped and 

learned about owl extraction and banding. She’s eager to begin the Biology Internship and 
learn about shorebird behavior, monitoring, and data collection!

GCBO Migrations–Staff & Board Updates
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Now When You Shop At Kroger, 
You Can Support GCBO!

GCBO is a registered charity 
through Kroger’s Community 
Rewards Program. This means 

that you can register your Kroger Plus 
Card online and select GCBO as the 
organization of your choice. Every time 
you use your Kroger Plus Card, Kroger 
will donate a portion back to GCBO! 
This is an easy way to support GCBO 
while you shop – your donations help 
us continue to protect birds and birding 
habitat around the Gulf Coast and 
beyond. To register your Plus Card go to: 

https://www.kroger.com/account/
enrollCommunityRewardsNow 

Our charity number is DN782.

Continued from page 3

Our Mission
Protect birds and their habitats 

around the Gulf of Mexico and beyond.

Flight Forever 
Legacy Circle
Leave a Legacy…For the Birds!

Gulf Coast Bird Observatory 
formed the “Flight Forever 
Legacy Circle” to ensure 

the long-term conservation of our 
migratory birds and their habitats. 
Perpetuate your love of birds and the 
Gulf Coast Bird Observatory beyond 
your lifetime. By making a planned 
gift – through your will or estate plan, 
a bequest, a trust, a retirement plan, or 
an insurance policy – you can create 
a personal legacy that will have a 
strong and lasting impact for birds and 
conservation into the future.
	 If you have already included Gulf 
Coast Bird Observatory in your estate 
plans, we hope you will let us know so 
that we may honor you in our Legacy 
Circle membership. Your willingness 
to be listed as a member encourages 
others. However, if you wish to remain 
anonymous please let us know of your 
plans on a confidential basis. 
	 Legacy Circle members receive 
exclusive invitations to special events 
and trips. If you are considering a 
Legacy gift, please email or call Martin 
at GCBO to discuss your plans. 
979-480-0999 • mhagne@gcbo.org



Our Deepest Thanks to our Individual 
Donors, Contributors, as well as 

New and Renewing Members
We would like to give special recognition to the following individuals who donated to our programs 

or gave towards memberships between August 1, 2023 and January 31, 2024.  
Thank you for your vital support. 

Citizen Action
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We are privileged to acknowledge 
generous support received between 

August 1, 2023 and January 31, 2024.

ADDI - Digital Printing
Alamo Inn B&B

Albert & Ethel Herzstein Charitable Foundation
American Bird Conservancy

Benevity Community Impact Fund
Brazoria County Parks 

CenterPoint Energy Foundation
CMC Recycling Clute

Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries
Davis Mountains Preserve
Doyle & Wachstetter, Inc.

Enchanted Forest
Eureka Heights Brewery

ExxonMobil
Friends of Brazoria Wildlife Refuges

Greg Flaniken & Associates
Grove Ryan & Company, P.C.
H-E-B  (San Antonio Division)

Hill Country Adventures
Houston Museum of Natural Science

Houston Zoo
Huth Avian Services

Island Crown Carpentry Solutions
John P. McGovern Foundation

JP Services
Kroger Community Rewards
La Casona Tex-Mex Cantina

Land Sea & Sky
Marathon Petroleum

McRee Ford
Monte Mucho Audubon Society

National Fish & Wildlife Foundation
Olin Corporation
Outlaw Outfitters

PayPal Giving Fund
Raising Cane’s Lake Jackson

Red Lobster Lake Jackson
Shell Oil Matching Gifts Program

Swamp Shack
Target Corporate

Tennessee Ornithological Society
Terry Jr Charitable Fund

Texas Parks & Wildlife Foundation
Texas Target Birds

The Grape Taste Restaurant
The Nature Conservancy of Texas

The Nest
The Peaceful Pelican B&B

The Source Weekly
Thomas Reed, P.C.

Tractor Supply Co Lake Jackson
Walmart #808 LJ

Wurst Haus Restaurant

We Gratefully 
Acknowledge 

Corporate, Foundation 
& Government Grants

Leigh Estes & Laylee Angelone • Timothy & Gail Babcock • Claire & Cheryl Barnard • Doug Hiser & Layla Blinka
Lily Banerjee & Probir Bondyopadnya • Fred Demelo & Kirsten Borchardt • Theresa & Randall Bowman 

Valerie, Barrett & Everett Brannan • Sara, Calvin & Grant Carr • Beth Giles & Lola Collard
Dahlia Busch, Robert & Linda Cone • Jennifer & Sarah Cook • Teresa & Joey Cox

Theodore, Jessica & Adam Crain • Jimmy Ray & Adalee Davis • Jeannine  Mark & Lee Delson
Julia Delgado & Joe Demko • Tanya & Nathan Dibbern • Andrew & Patricia Dietrich

Debbie Sanson & Thomas Duffy • Mickey & Sam Dufilho • Bianca Arvin & Chris Eagle • Candra Troop & Lisa Evers 
Jonsi  Elam & Hudson Faickney • Marianne & Donald  Feeney • Christina Bell & Gordon Fowler
Bob & Ruth Friedrichs • Ron Weeks & Irenna Garapetian • Audrey, Townes & Harrison Geissler

Melissa Stappen & Josh Giccoricco • Liston  Rice & Margaret Goetz • Kenneth Krueger & Ruth Gore
Lynne Aldrich & Peter Gottschling • Chase Eskelsen & Alyssa Gough • Veda Hackell & Tomislav Gracanin

Emily & Jamie Hanson • Lyn & Jerry Hardouin • Sabrina. Shawn & Spencer Harrigan • Tad  Finnell & Sue Heath
Jon Heinrichs & Melinda Heinrichs • Heidi Egan & Faith  Hernandez • Dan & Ann Hoge • Larry, Jody & Elise Inman 
Lucinda & Harold Johnstone • Donna & Ray Kelly • Jessica & Christopher Kindred • Brian & Jennifer Kolthammer 

Rina & Adrian Liou • Patricia Chen & Sanjay Mani • Laura & Bentley Morton • Morgan & Redding Neufeld
Bridget & Claire Nunez • Joshua Nguyen & Charlotte O’Sullivan • Gina Hengst & Jerry Pason

John Duboise & Tina Petersen • Wanda & Dick Petree • Angela Rhodes & Kristin Rhodes
Statira Overstreet & Corey Rich • Kathy & Kingsman Rios • Lisa  Ruthven & Joaquin Rubalcava
Vickie Grove & David Ryan • Elizabeth Hall & Robert Sander • Sue  Gross & Bob Schlemmer

Tylere Kelly & Ollie Scruggs • Herbert & Karnell Sell • Nicci & Bentley Smith • Susan Zimmerman & Herb Smith 
Brenda & Joe Sommerville • Mark & Leila Sutherland • Angelica & Rodrigo Torres

David & Sophia  Rodriguez & Eva Trevino • Judith Rowen & Hans Von Marensdorff • Cin-Ty Lee & Yu-Ye Wen
Kay & Mark Whitt • Sophia & Colleen Wilkerson • David & Lydia Abuisi • Pia Ackerman • Matt  Acosta

Kathy Aguilar • Maria Luisa  Aguilera • Judy & Mark  Airhart • Vivian Allen • Joyce & Matt Almaguer-Reisdorf
Jonni & Stanley Almoney • Mary & Rex Anderson • Shelley Antoine • Carolyn Ashley • Diana Austin

Winston & Connie Avera • Mary Bain • Lisa Baker • Linda Ball • Theresa Banks • Linda Bartholome • Jack Bartley 
John Bartos • Kathryn Baumbach • Lorin Beaber • Bob Becker • Tim & Doris Bell • Taylor Bennett

Tracy & Richard Bennett • Linda Bennett • Pauline & Tom Benson • Brigid & Allan Berger • Monica Berry
Sara & Mark Bettencourt • Jerry & Deborah Bird • Ed & Kay Birdsong • William Blakeslee • Lisa Bothmann

Rebecca Bracken • Rebecca & Walter Braddock • Jim & Debbie Bradford • Rene Braud • Mark Brazzil
Barbara & Roger Breedlove • Braylynn Bridges • Patty Brinkmeyer • William & Myra Brown • Wes & Becky Browning 

Bethany Bruner • Terri  Bryant-Shafer • Susan Buell • Debra & Jack Burnett • Bill & Linda Burns • Mary Jo Cantu 
Karen Carpenter • Chelsea & Mike Casey • Donna Casey • Carla Cawlfield • Linda Chapa

Roger & Maryanna Christensen • David Cimprich • Kathy & Gary Clark • William Clark • Kirk Clark
Joan & Dennis Clifford • Brittany & Alayna Coe • Andrew Coker • Kelly Colosimo • Terry & Linda Comingore

Susan Conaty • Teresa Connell • Mark Conway • Martin & Carole Cornell • Debra Corpora • Elizabeth Cosgrove 
Brian Crabtree • Una Crabtree • Susan & Mike Creswick • Walter & Maragold Crook • Tiffany Crow

Joan & Paul Culp • Mitchell & Dianne Dale • Monica  Daly • Steven Craig Damuth • Clara Dannhaus
Patricia Davidson • Laura Davidson • Patti & Carey Davis • Charlie Davis • Timothy Davis • Jessica Davis

Norman Davis • Martha de la Garza • Joyce Dean • Rebeca Delora • Andrew & Noah Delpha • Esther Delpolyi 
Robert Deming • Carol Dinkins • Mary & Terence Doran • Richard & Kristie Dorman • Robin Doughty

Margaret Doughty • Lynn & Pat Doyle • Betsy Dunn • Corinne Easley • Shannan Elliott • Laura & David Ellis
Howard & Lorna Engleman • Debra Engler • Saylor & Carol Ennis • Nancy Erdman • John Erffmeyer • Emily Essa 

Kimberly & Delia Ezell • Van & Sunday Fadulu • Margaret & Frank Farese • Rosetta & Prentiss Fatherree
Steven Fenberg • Carla Ferguson • Daniel Fischer • Greg & Michelle Flaniken • Maddie Flores • Miranda Fontaine 

Autumn  Ford • Jane & Dave Fore • Susan Foster • Joan A. Foyt • Rozanna & Michael Francis
Barbara & Nicolae Fratila • Cindy Freeman • Barbara Freeman • Kelly & Carmela Frels • Nancy & David Freshour 

Tanya & Don Fry • Meghan Fulton • Becky Galloway • Theresa  Garner • Johnny & Wendy Garza
Orren & Margaret Gaspard • Steve & Elizabeth Gast • Katherine Gatewood • Ruthann Geer • Denise Gibson
Eileen Glaser • David Goff • Mariann Golden • Ray Gonzalez • Karen Goodger • Cindy & Keith Goodrum

Ava Goolsby • Asher Gorbet • Lauraleigh  Gourley • Gary & Candy Graham • Dorothy Graybill
Barbara Greenman Gudrun Marlies Greenwood • John  & Angela  Griffin • John Groves • Maggi Gunnels

Martin  Hagne • Pamela  Hagood  • Gabrielle Hale • Jerry Hall • Karen Hall • Paul Hamel • Cynthia Hammond 
Stormy & Merle Harper • Richard Hartley • Kenneth & Siew Hartman • Mary & Harry Harwood • Mary  Haynie 

Ramona Hays • Michael Heather • James Heller • Pam & Jackie Heuton • Jackie & Jim Hicks
Jim & Kathleen Highberger • Ashley Hightower • James & Diane Hill • Pamela Hillman • Cathy Hines

Janet Hix • Janis Hodgson • Mary Hoot • Joan Houken • Debra & Preston Houston • Ruth Hoyt • Mary  Hubbard 
Karen Hudak • Don & Edith Huffman • Cynthia & Daniel Hughes • Teresa Hull • Dan & Lauren Hull • Jay Huner 

Phil Huxford • Hana Iqbal • Kellie & Robert Issac • Anthony & Grace Janeshek • Sandra & Richard Jespersen Margo 
& Bill Johnson • William Johnson • Larry & Virginia Johnson • Sarah & Kasper Johnson • Nicolette Johnson Darrell 

Copenhaver & Kristina  Johnston • Charlene Johnston • Carol Jones • Kenneth Jones
Kyle & Anne Jones • Paul Jordan • Ernestine Julye • Sandy & David Junkin • Kris Kalapala • Lewis Kana

Howard Kanelakos • Peter Kanelakos-Moreno • Connie Kelley • Susan Kennedy • Thomas Kiefer • Renee Kierstein 
Richard Kimbrough • Albert & Barbara Kinback • Lesley Kinkaid • Moira & Allan Kinzie • Carolyn & James Klafka 

Adel and Ed Klein • Jason Klein • Curtis & Cindee Klement • Jan & Kevin Kolk • Karen Kowalik
Christina, Gary & Olivia Kraemer • Robyn Kramer • Rene Kremmer • Valerie Lala • Kenneth & Sarah Lamb 

Paul & Stacie Lambert • Sherri & Jamie Lander • Jean-Michel Lanskin • Jill Lassman • Marc Lefkowitz • Cindy Lenear 
Sherry & John Lesinski • Norman Lewis • Kathleen Lindsey • Jonathon & Bonnie Little • Karen Lockwood

Deena Logan • Robert & Kay Lookingbill • Holly Lopeman • Bettye Jo Lowry • Melissa  Loy • Charles Lozano 
Katrina Luckenbach • MaryAnn Machac • Katie Maddox • Joel & Suzanne Mague • Jerry Mak • Brandt Mannchen 

Kenneth & Louise Martin • Juli Ann Martin • Alexa & Matthew Martin • Betty Martinez • Lalise & Greg Mason
Sherry Mason • Reagan Mayville • Hali McCurry • Ann McFarland • Kathrine McGovern

Patrick & Joanne McMahon • Leslie Mcmahon • Susan & Bill McMillian • Jenny Meinzen • Deanna Mendoza
Linda Mesler • Tina Meyer • James Mikes • Diana Miles • Kelley Miller • Stephany Miller

Michael & Vicki  Millican • Robert  Mitchum • Patrice Mixon • Carole, Forrest & Patrick Mobley
Rebecca Moermond • Pete & Vicki Moore • Sandra Moore • Honor Elizabeth Mooreman • Roy Morgan

(continued on page 11)



GCBO Volunteers:  
Your Help and Support 
are Invaluable!
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Citizen Action

Our volunteers continue to amaze 
and impress us with their dedication 

to GCBO and our shared mission. 
Whatever our needs, there always seem 
to be someone willing and able to step 
up and make it happen. From August 1, 
2023 to January 31, 2024, volunteers 
contributed an amazing 4853 hours to the 
conservation of birds and habitat and to 
increasing public awareness of the value 
and need for conservation.

Thank you for all you do for birds 
on behalf of GCBO!

 Bill Adriance • Neldia Ahlquist • Oron Atkins 

Bob Baez • Ben & Amanda Bergeron

TJ Bergeron • Patty Brinkmeyer

Marcy Brown • Winifred & David Burkett 

Kim Calhoun • Aeris Clarkson • Ann Coe

Brittany & Alayna Coe • Alexandra Coenen

Debra Currie • Andrew Dietrich

Mickey & Sam Dufilho • Elena Duran

Tad  Finnell • Cindy Freeman

Bob & Ruth Friedrichs • Alexis Garcia 

Veda Hackell & Tom Gracanin • Carol Gregg

Jan & David Hanson

Constance & Leroy  Hardesty • Sara Harrison 

Michael Heather • David & Linda Heinicke 

James Heller • Sandy Henderson

Jackie & Jim Hicks • Linda Hoffman

Phil Huxford • Carol Jones • Joseph Kennedy 

Jennifer & Rich Kimball • Brian Kolthammer 

Chris Kozak • Sherry & John Lesinski

Heather Lewis • Robert & Kay Lookingbill 

Tim Marion • Doug & Emma McMillian

Noelle Merritt • Dylan Miller • Mike Moser 

Modesto Mundo • Claudia &  Melvin Pechacek 

Russell  Pope • Warren Pruess

Tom & Karyn Schmitz • Christine Schnurbusch 

Brady Schwab • Mary Schwartz • Joellen Snow 

Taylor Snyder • Denise Stephens

Thomas Taroni • Ben Torres • Linda Ulmer 

George Valadez • Ashley Van Wieren

Tracy Walpole • Barbara Whaley

Maureen & Alan Wilde • Elizabeth Willoughby 

Jasmine & Mackenzie Willoughby

Robin & Keith Wise • John & Lynn Wright

John A. Wright • Barbara Yoder

GCBO’s RV Volunteers, Always Helping!
By Martin Hagne

We are very grateful for the special group of folks that travel the country to 
volunteer along the way. There have been some great volunteers staying here at 
the GCBO in our RV spot, helping us with the grounds, maintenance, events, 

and so much more. If you’re interested, contact Martin. 

Tom and Karyn Schmitz were back this October through December 2023. We so very much 
appreciated their return!   

Mike Moser and Phyllis Swenson spent January and February 2024 with us. Thank you for 
all your wonderful work! 

Harold & Sheryl Travis are back and will be spending a long stint with us from March 
through August 2024! And, of course, we look forward to seeing Lily again! 

Mike Moser & 
Phyllis Swenson	

Tom & Karyn Schmitz

Our Deepest Thanks to our Individual Donors, 
Contributors, as well as New and Renewing Members

(continued from page 10)

Tom & Ethel Morris • Shannon Morrison • Karen & Jerry Moulder • Ronald Muery • Sara Munson • Jane Murtishaw 
Kerri Nelson • Jeff Newberry • Elise Nishikawa • Rene Nona Crawford • Sandra Norwood • Robin  Novak

Dan Nugteren • Bill & Edie O’Brien • Kyle O’Haver • Benjamin Olewine • Emily & Oliver Osborn
Colette O’Sullivan-Nguyen • Marta & Richard Pacheco • Fanny E. & Richard Palacios • Barbara Pankratz

Sandra Parker • Mary Parkhouse • Kapila Patel • Nina Patrick • Tricia Patton • Shelby Payne
Jeanette & Jesalynn Pearson • Claudia &  Melvin Pechacek • Erica Pentecost • Dallas  Perry

Chad & Annette Phillips • Diane Phillips • Dallas & Vickie Pichnic  • Margaret Pierce • Paula Pipes
Karen & Mike Potts • Janet Powers • Joan Pratka • Warren Pruess • Brandi Puryear  • Randall & Susan Putnam
Don Quaintance • Elizabeth Quilty • Nancy Radding • Gary Ralston • Debbie Randall • Chris & Jane Rankin

Keith Rawlins • Lee & Don Richardson • Joan Risinger • Cathy Roachell • Lesha  Roberts • Sheryl & Paul Roberts 
Buena Robison • Eloise & Robert Roche • Joaquina Rodriguez • Robert Rogillio • James Rolfe • Nathan Roman

Bill & Michelle Rose • David & Amber Rosta • Carl Roy • Tayde  Rubio Gamez  • Nola Rupprecht 
Kenneth & Dorothy Russell • Betsy “Chula” Sanchez • Richard & Donna Schaffhausen • Maggie Schroeder
Raymond & Connie Schuette • Mary Schwartz • Robert & Patricia Schwebel • Lori Scott • Elizabeth Sears

Cliff & Julie Shackelford • David & Judy Sharp • Marylin Sharp • Cynthia  Shealor • Dianne Sheridan
Minnette Shipley • John Shreves • Linda & Jack Shubert • Stewart & Catherine Silling • Deborah Smith
JoAnne Smith • Pam Smolen • Joellen Snow • Kevin Somers • Fred Stafford • Dwight & Janet Steffler

Denise Stephens • Lin & Jim Stepinski • Phillip Karen & Kelli Stover • James & Carla Strauss • Jacqueline Stump 
Philip & Theresa Sullivan • Patricia & Don Swinner • Martha Sylvester • Thomas Taroni • Robert Templeton

Quentin Thigpen • Claudia & Gardner Thornton • Elizabeth Timmer • Regina Tippett • Kimberly & Timothy Tirlia 
Sheryl & Harold Travis • Nicholas Travis • Diane Humes & Allan Treiman • Thea Troetscher • Donna & Lee Trusty 

Allen & Debbie Tsao • Katherine Tuttle • Hovey Tyndall • Patsy Uresti • Sam & Denise Urick
Paul & Donna Valdepena • Jerry Vitale • George & Judy  Vogel • Gary Vogel • Brenda & Morton Voller 

Stephen Voss • Andrew & Jamie  Wagner • Catherine  Wakefield • Claire Wales • Kelly  Walker • Beverly Walton 
Wallace Ward • Bob & Jean Warneke • Jay & Gretchen Watkins • William & Rachel Watson • Colleen Weaver

Alex Webb • Kennard & Ann West • Laura & Amber West • Sonya Westervelt • Benji Westmoreland 
Doug & Nadia Wetzel • Barbara Whaley • Don & Sharon White • Doug & Sherry White • Susan Whitehouse

Robert Whitmarsh • Paula Whitney • Catherine Wiejaczka • Maureen & Alan Wilde • Johnny & Donna Williams 
Mike & Tracey Williams • Kathy & Gary Williams • Steve & Ilse  Williams • Courtney & Jubiliee Williams

Elva Wilson • Rose Wilson • Jim & Betsy Winn • Robin & Keith Wise • Anthony & Taylor Wise • Janice Wobbenhorst 
Janey Woodley • John & Lynn Wright • Casey Yeager • Joey Zamora • Horacio Zea

Colby Zeigler-Perkins • Ted M & Virginia Zobeck

Harold & Sheryl Travis with Lily



Upcoming GCBO Events

You Can Reach Us By Email:
csilling@gcbo.org
mhagne@gcbo.org
jmintzer@gcbo.org
rbracken@gcbo.org
sheath@gcbo.org

tbennett@gcbo.org
tpatton@gcbo.org
ttraylor@gcbo.org

Find us on
Facebook

Spring Fling at Quintana 
Saturday, April 6th is the start of GCBO’s Spring Fling at Quintana 
Sanctuaries, Quintana, TX. From April 6th to May 5th, you can 
birdwatch as thousands of migratory songbirds arrive at stopover 
habitat along the coast. GCBO volunteers and staff will man the 
host station on site from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm daily and provide local 
birding information, bird checklists, sell snacks and drink as well as 
t-shirts, bird field guides, and much more! They will also post the 
daily bird list and help identify birds! More info at: www.gcbo.org 

Kid’s Bird Camp
Bird Camp is a nature day camp where children explore outdoors 
and learn about the birds that call the Gulf Coast home. Each day, 
kids learn about the science behind birds and their ecosystems 
through interactive and fun-filled activities. Camp is geared for kids 
ages 8-11 and will run from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm for the week of June 
10-14, 2024. Email Celeste at csilling@gcbo.org  to sign up now 
and reserve your spot!

Xtreme Hummingbird Xtravaganza
Taking place September 14th and 21st, from 8:00 am-noon, 
XHX is our yearly event celebrating the peak of Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird migration. It features symbolic hummingbird 
adoptions and live hummingbird banding where you can see 
these amazing birds up close and in the hand! Informative and 
entertaining talks will be held both days, plus a raffle, fun activities, 
a hummingbird & butterfly plant sale, our nature gift shop, and 
snacks and drinks. 

Funding for this newsletter has been 
generously provided by Phillips 66.

299 West Highway 332
Lake Jackson, Texas 77566
(979) 480-0999

Smith Point Hawk Watch
The Hawk Watch at Smith Point will go from August 15th to 
November 30th at the Candy Abshier Wildlife Management Area 
in Smith Point. 20+ species of raptors will be coming through 
the area, and this is your chance to learn about them. This is a 
free event and volunteers are on site daily from 8 am to 4 pm to 
count birds and answer questions. On October 5th, we will be 
celebrating the Smith Point Hawk Watch with food, fun and a 
whole lot of raptors!

Smith Point Hawk Watch Celebration
Come out and celebrate the Smith Point Hawk Watch with us! 
On October 5th, we will be hosting our Smith Point Hawk Watch 
Celebration at the hawk watch. There will be food, drinks, a raptor 
presentation, and some live raptors on display. And, as always 
plenty of raptors soaring through the sky! Our staff and volunteers 
will be manning the tower, monitoring the birds and pointing 
them out to guests. Visitors will be able to look through scopes 
and binoculars and see the migration up close. Come celebrate 28 
years of research and conservation with us this fall!

Bird Banding 
On the third Saturday of every month, from 8 AM to 12 PM, Robert 
and Kay Lookingbill and a team of staff/ volunteers, band birds 
at GCBO headquarters. Bird banding allows us to monitor local 
and migratory populations. This event is open to the public, so we 
invite you to join us! Come see the birds up close and personal 
and learn all about the banding process from Robert and Kay. It’s a 
great way to spend a Saturday, but come early to see more birds! 

Bird Observatory

Gulf Coast

Save the date for these upcoming GCBO events and check our 
website and social media for details and changes. www.gcbo.org 


